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Sunday, August 9, 2020

WELCOME VISITORS!

Plug In

For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."
– Matt. 18:2
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Sunday, August 9, 2020

This article is a reprint from the April 9, 2017 bulletin.

Family
by Andrea Corder

Many years ago when my father was dying my sisters and I
purchased a book for my dad titled, “Grandfather Remembers”. It
is a book of questions and open-ended statements to be filled in
describing your life’s journey. We used the book as a tool to document facts about his life as well as to elicit stories from his childhood he had never really shared with us prior to this time. In 1934
when my father was 5 years old his mother died from complications of pregnancy. He had four sisters ranging in age from 3 years
old to 12. The book helped us to draw out stories of what life was
like living on a farm with 5 young children learning to cook, sew
and care for themselves while their father worked long hours in the
fields.
My strongest memory of the book was a prompt that simply
said “What I loved about my father was _____.” My dad completed
that sentence by saying “that he loved me and my sisters so much
and he kept us together after our mother died”. What we learned
was that when their mother had died, different relatives offered to
take this child or that child. But my dad’s father refused, choosing
to keep their family intact. The experiences they shared and their
dependence on each other forged very strong feelings about family.
Our families today are under attack. I’m sure that we all
know families who have been torn apart. We need to remain committed to keeping our families strong and together. We may not
have to live through some of the extreme circumstances that my
father did. But we all have our stories, our difficult times as well
as our times of happiness. We can use these shared experiences
to strengthen our family bonds. We can pray for God’s help and
guidance that we glorify Him with our families. - Andrea Corder
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