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_The Westworth Word

WELCOME VISITORS!

We are delighted that you have come to worship the Lord with
us today. If you are a guest, please fill out a visitor's card and place it
in the offering plate when it is passed. Prayer requests can also be
made on the other side of the card.

During the service today we will take time to celebrate what we
call communion. This is a time that we partake of unleavened bread
and juice from fruit of the vine. We do this to help us remember what
our Lord has done. For us communion is not only
about Jesus’ death, but his resurrection and f)
triumph over death and sin. His resurrection is the ~
source of the hope we have that God will one day
fulfill: eternal life through Jesus the Christ.

Plug In For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."
- Matt. 18:2

Worship Services: Sundays 10 AM here at Westworth/Facebook
Live at 10 AM / Prayer Service on Facebook Live Wed. 7:00pm

Women’s Study: Mondays 7:00 PM Online Google Meets See
Tracy Robertson for information

Bible Study - Thursdays 7 PM See Dean Corder to sign up




Sunday, December 13, 2020

The Burden of Happiness

The United States was founded on the idea that people are
“endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” I’ve always felt that I
live in the best country in the world—especially after spending time in a
few others. However, with the current political climate, I sometimes won-
der how much longer I’ll feel that way. I know I’m not alone when I ponder
the dramatic changes that have taken place in our nation since those words
were penned in the Declaration of Independence over two hundred years
ago. Our founding fathers were obviously seeking to establish a govern-
ment that would complement biblical principles, but I wonder if they didn’t
inadvertently contribute to our divergence from those same principles with
one imperfectly chosen word. I love this country and don’t want to undo
our foundation in the slightest way, which is precisely the reason I bring
this up. Perhaps in order to maintain the intentions of our founding fathers,
we should consider the possibility that “happiness” has a different meaning
today than it did then.

The American dream is wrapped up in the idea that we want to
achieve happiness and that, left to our own devices, we can. The colonies
were desperate to slip out of King George III’s tyrannical grip, so it makes
sense that happiness should be a tenet of the new government, but I don’t
suppose the signers of the Declaration would have chosen that word if they
could have imagined what its pursuit would look like a couple of centuries
later. To them it would have meant the opportunity to make laws and use
taxes to benefit their own communities, raise and educate their own chil-
dren, and worship God however they chose. Can you imagine what they
would have made of the very idea that, in order to pursue happiness, a child
would be able to choose her own gender and a woman abort her own baby
if it made her happy? Clearly not. The idea of happiness might have once
been equated with a principled life, but it has somehow come to mean feel-
ing good all the time—an impossibility, the pursuit of which has made us
nothing less than crazy. Maybe the “pursuit of joy” would have been a bet-
ter choice of words because, while joy is not completely synony-

mous with happiness, there can be no real happiness without it.
The good news is that joy is found in Christ. He never calls us to
happiness, which can actually be quite a burden. New parents say about
their baby, “Whatever he does, I just want him to be happy.” That’s quite a
calling for the child before he’s even old enough to know what it means.
What if he grows up to be a servant of God? Is happiness the standard in
that job? If it is, I’'m doing something wrong. I’'m often sad because of the
number of people who reject Jesus. People say God wants us to be happy,
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but maybe they’re confusing God’s call with the American dream. God
calls us to joy. Happiness is experienced when our circumstances make us
feel good, but the joy of the Lord is a permanent state of being when we
have Christ living in us and can be present even in the worst of circum-
stances. I find great relief in the fact that, while I appreciate the freedom
to pursue happiness, God does not expect it from me. Ecclesiastes 7 says,
“Sorrow is better than laughter, because a sad face is good for the heart.”
True joy comes when we fellowship with Christ’s suffering. It reminds us
that He is in charge and that all is well, regardless of our physical circum-
stances. When we experience financial problems, relationship issues, or
even a worldwide health crisis, we don’t also have to face the burden of
feeling happiness in the midst of the struggle. Maybe it’s un-American to
be unhappy, but it certainly isn’t ungodly. For those of us in Christ, hap-
piness is a byproduct of joy and comes in delightful and surprising waves
like sprinkles on a cake, where joy is the whole cake and happiness is the
sprinkles. If we’re able to release ourselves from the burden of the pursuit
of happiness, we will certainly find it in the joy of the Lord.

Samantha Jewell

3 o'\(\ Wednesday Night Live
Every Wednesday evening, 7:00 pm,

(https://www.facebook.com/westworthcoc)

\)5 Westworth Facebook page i
Hosted by: Dean Corder |

From the Pulpit

AM — Next Week we will again be having a Social Dis-
tancing Service at 10am. We will also be broadcasting on
Facebook Live on the church’s Facebook page.

Our speaker will be John Jewell.

December Birthdays oDecem.be'c Anniversaries

Joe Campbell 12-1 Bob & Betty Lane 12-23
Curtis Thompson 12-4 Max & Nita Parker 12-25
David Burris 12-24 Bill & Sherry Jones  12-30
B
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*If we've missed your Birthday or Anniversary please let the office know*



Address: 5728 White Settlement Rd.,

Westworth Village, TX. 76114

Office Phone: 817-738-7536

Website: www.westworthcoc.org

Facebook Group: Westworth Church of Christ

Elders: Dean Corder Deacons: Curtis Dunson
Mike Lisle
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Eric Kreger
Youth Center: John Jewell, Sarah Robinson
Malawi Mission Work: John & Samantha Jewell
Ukraine Mission Work (UMW): Dean Corder, Sherri Dunson
Minister: John Jewell Email: johnjewell96@att.net

Social Distancing and Service Guidelines:

*QOver 65 and/or at risk please take advantage of our online service
*Please use available Hand Sanitizer prior to entering auditorium
*Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

*Enter North door and wait to be seated. South door Exit only.

*Pick up communion items for each person taking communion
*Offering box is by the South door. Offering plate won’t be passed.
*All will be Ushered out at the completion of service

*Please do not leave personal belongings behind.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Open | Usher | Songs | Prayer | Table | Reading AV Lesson
All scheduled will meet no later than 9:45 AM
Dec. 13| Dean | Randy | Samuel| Johnny | Curtis R;.sgm Susan |Dean Cord-
10AM | Corder | Fetters |Flaherty| Box [Thompson DY \Fiaherty|  er
ph: 3:14-21
Dec. 20| Mike | Curtis | Eric Bill Brian Marcus | Christy | John
10 AM | Lisle |Dunson| Kreger | Jones | Flaherty | Robinson | Kreger | Jewell

Communion Prep for December: Donna Simco




